CITY MANAGER DIRECTIVE 
Permanent Phase-Out of Bottled Water Purchases by

City of Mill Valley Government

Mill Valley is proud of its role as a leader in environmental protection. Our environmental values are reflected by the numerous environmental initiatives we have launched over the past several years and by the recent hire of a part time Sustainability Director to advance sustainability related policies and programs for the City. An overriding goal of these initiatives is to substantially reduce the ecological footprint of our residents and City government. 

Toward that end, I am directing all City departments to immediately begin phasing out the purchase and use of bottled water for most City uses.  Although their purchase may be necessary for some circumstances, including emergency related situations, for general office work, Mill Valley employees should be encouraged and eventually required to use their own re-usable bottles or containers.  Departments that currently use bottled water dispensers and wish to retain this service will need to switch to bottle-less water dispensers.
Over the past decade, Bay Area residents -- like citizens across the U.S. -- have responded to marketing campaigns to purchase bottled water, and record numbers of plastic water bottles have been purchased at the expense of the environment. The global consumption of bottled water was 41 billion gallons in 2004, up 57% from the previous five years.  This consumption increase occurred despite the fact that bottled water costs 240 to 10,000 times more than tap water.   Bottled water marketing campaigns have inaccurately suggested that bottled water is safer than the more stringently regulated tap water delivered by the Marin Municipal Water District (MMWD). 
Data suggest that the environmental impact of the bottled water industry is profound.  According to the Container Recycling Institute, the manufacture and transport of the plastic water bottles that U.S. consumers purchase annually requires more than 47 million gallons of oil, resulting in one billion pounds of climate changing carbon dioxide released into the biosphere.  In addition, more than one billion plastic water bottles are landfilled in California each year, leaking toxic additives such as phthalates into the surrounding groundwater.  Water diverted from local aquifers for the bottled water industry has been documented as harmful to surrounding ecosystems.  All of this waste and pollution is generated by a product that is often inferior in quality to that of the pristine water delivered my MMWD.

As the City advances our Local Climate Protection Plan to combat global warming, it is essential that we initiate policies that limit contributors to climate change.  There are alternatives. For example, the Mill Valley library has already invested in an under-sink filter at a lower cost, including installation and on-going costs, than they were spending annually on bottled water.  Bottle-less dispensers that are supplied by MMWD are easily available and economically competitive.
By virtue of the power and authority vested in me by Section _____ of the Mill Valley ___ to provide administration and oversight of all departments and governmental units in the City of Mill Valley, I hereby issue this Directive, to become effective immediately:

· Beginning June 16, 2008, there will be a prohibition from any City department or agency purchasing single serving bottled water using city funds, unless an employee contract specifies usage.  This prohibition will apply to City contractors and City funded and/or sponsored events.  

· By August 1, 2008, all city departments and agencies occupying either city or rental properties will have installed filters or bottle-less water dispensers that utilize MMWD supplied water.  Waivers will only be granted for legitimate engineering, health, fiscal, or emergency concerns.
Small numbers of individual bottles may be kept on hand for legitimate back up or emergency situations.

Preliminary research indicates these changes will result in monetary savings for Mill Valley. Bottle-less dispensers that use MMWD water cost under $30/month. The Finance Department estimates that the City will save approximately $5,000 per year by switching to bottle-less dispensers. 
For questions concerning this Directive and its implementation, including various options and cost information on bottle-less dispensers that use MMWD water, please contact Carol Misseldine, Sustainability Director, City of Mill Valley, 415/388-5273, cmisseldine@cityofmillvalley.org.

